Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 100 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.029; wR factor = 0.076; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.8. 
; Spek (2003) ; Uhlenbrock et al. (1996) ; Yıldırım & Atakol (2002) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Cu 3 (C 17 (Fukuhara et al., 1990; Gerli et al., 1991; Uhlenbrock et al., 1996 , Mikuriya et al., 2001 .
In this study, N,N'-bis(salicylidene)-1,3-propane-diamine was reduced into a symmetrical phenol-amine compound by the help of NaBH 4 . A trinuclear Cu(II) complex was prepared by the reaction of the ligand obtained with CuCl 2 and its molecular structure was determined. Previously, this complex had been prepared in MeOH solution and crystallized in its tetra-solvated form (Song et al., 2005) . The trinuclear complex obtained in this structure is not solvated and has different crystallographic details.
As can seen from PLATON (Spek, 2003) , the terminal Cu(II) ion has a square pyramidal coordination formed by the two phenolic oxygen and two iminic nitrogen atoms of the ligand and a chloride ion. There has been a T factor defined for five membered coordination sphere (Addison et al., 1984) . This factor is given as . That is why the six membered chelate ring conformation of Schiff base complexes was reported as almost ideal (Yıldırım et al., 2002) . The smallest Cu-Cu distance determined in similar complexes was reported as 2.914 Å (Song et al., 2005; Song et al., 2003) .
The Cu2-Cu1 distance in the title compound is 2.9138 (3) Å and thus close to the shortest reported distances. In complexes containing m-bonds such as AcO-and HCOO-this distance is bigger than 3.0 Å (Ercan et al., 2002; Atakol et al., 1999) . 
